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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (IDS) 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of the Patent and Trademark 
Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08. It is respectfully 
requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, 
and that the references be made of record therein and appear among t he "References Cited" on any 
patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a first Office 
Action on the merits as far as is known to the undersigned (37 CFR 1.97(b)(3)). 

Copies of the documents on the PTO/SB/08 are not provided. Copies of these references 
were submitted or cited by the Examiner in parent application Serial No. 09/240,675 filed February 
2, 1999 and are not submitted here pursuant to 37 CFR 1.98. 
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In accordance with MPEP Sections 609 and 707.05(b), it is requested that each 
document cited (including any cited in applicant's specification which is not repeated on the 
attached Form PTO/SB/08) be given thorough consideration and that it be cited of record in the 
prosecution history of the present application by initialing Form PTO/SB/08 next to the document. 
Such initialing is requested even if the Examiner does not consider a cited document to be 
sufficiently pertinent to use in a rejection, or otherwise does not consider it to be prior art for any 
reason, or even if the Examiner does not believe that the guidelines for citation have been fully 
complied with. This is requested so that each document becomes listed on the face of the patent 
issuing on the present application. This Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the 
mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits as far as is known to the undersigned (37 CFR 



The Commissioner is authorized to charge any deficiency of up to $300.00 or credit any 
excess in this fee to Deposit Account No. 04-0100. 



1.97(b)(3)). 



Dated: September 3, 2004 



Respectfully submitted, 




Sandra S. Lee 



Registration No.: 51,932 
DARBY & DARBY P.C. 
P.O. Box 5257 

New York, New York 10150-5257 
(212) 527-7700 
(212) 753-6237 (Fax) 
Attorneys/Agents For Applicant 
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Certificate of Express Mailing Under 37 CFR 1.10 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
Express Mail, Airbill No. in an envelope addressed to: 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



on 



September 3, 2004 £V 367696586""* 

Date 



Signature 



Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 



Note: Each paper must have its own certificate of mailing, or this certificate must identify 
each submitted paper. 

Information Disclosure Statement (2 pages); 
Form PTO/SB/08a/b (2 pages); and 
Return postcard. 
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